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Progression towards a standard written method of calculation
INTRODUCTION
This calculation policy has been written in line with the programmes of study taken from the
revised National Curriculum for Mathematics (2014). It provides guidance on appropriate
calculation methods and progression. The content is set out in yearly blocks under the
following headings: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.
Statements taken directly from the programmes of study are listed in bold at the beginning of
each section.
A separate mental maths policy outlines mental calculation strategies, including the use of
jottings, vocabulary to be developed and the key number facts that children will need to
know.
Children will use mental methods as their first port of call when appropriate, but for
calculations that they cannot do in their heads, they will need to use an efficient written
method accurately and with confidence.

AIMS OF THE POLICY
•
•
•

To ensure consistency and progression in our approach to calculation
To ensure that children develop an efficient, reliable, formal written method of
calculation for all operations
To ensure that children can use these methods accurately with confidence and
understanding

HOW TO USE THIS POLICY
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use the policy as the basis of your planning but ensure you use previous or following
years’ guidance to allow for personalised learning
Always use Assessment for Learning to identify suitable next steps in calculation for
groups of children
If, at any time, children are making significant errors, return to the previous stage in
calculation
Cross reference with the mental maths policy for guidance on key facts, key
vocabulary and mental methods
Always use suitable resources, models and images to support children’s
understanding of calculation and place value, as appropriate
Encourage children to make sensible choices about the methods they use when
solving problems
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